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emiah was intrusted. Tlie prophet was to be left
free to go and to do as lie willed, and was evi-
dently regarded by the Chaldeans not as a He-
brew patriot, but rather as a Chaldean sym-
pathizer. It was probably the purpose of the Chal-
deans to give the land a stable government and a
full opportunity for the development of its re-
sources. Under favorable conditions it would
doubtless soon be able to pay a good tribute and
so add to the wealth of the empire. This pur-
pose, however, failed of early accomplishment, for
the few and feeble folk left under the rule of
Gedaliah were not able to maintain any sure de-
fense of their present position. Another descend-
ant of the Davidie house, with the surprising name
of Ishmael, plotted against Gedaliah. Ishmael
found a helper in the Ammonites, who may have
feared that the people of Judah would again
form a strong state, and were anxious to nip the
effort in the bud. Ishmael slew Gedaliah and
many of his helpers,1 and so destroyed the last
hope of the national cohesion. The paltry few
who now remain are in terror before Nebuchad-
rezzar and in fear of their neighbors. There is
no hope for them in the land, and they determine
to emigrate to Egypt. With them Jeremiah cast
in his lot, and into another land the poor remains
of a once powerful kingdom departed.8

So  ended  the   campaign   of  Nebuchadrezzar

1 Jor. xl, 13~xli, 15.

* 2 Kings xxv, 20, Jer. xli, 16-18, xlii; xliu, 1-7.